was sbout to enjoy a period of sncexing.
The amnunition dump was replenished
with n large Supply of pocket handker-
ehiefs with which to receive the enemy.
Suddenly th? mind conjured up the vision
of the physienl result of this idea and,
sker-choo!™ the victim barst into & hearty,
spasmodio sneeie. The impish idea tri-
umphed.. From that mement the vietim
made noises lke unta a miniscule fog:
hern, end if a bridge pinyer veeasionally
sneczed the dummy into his partner's lap.
All of which you readily understand Was
the wrong idea,

ft, on the other hand, the aforesaid
vietim when note'ng the blushing buds,
rpotting the rose buskes in his or her
garden, religionsly efc jaded the iden of
a sneezw, disdained to seold the laundry
maid for not deing up sufficient handier-
¢hiefe and cheerfully burst mto & verse
of “Rones, roses, a'l the way,” why, he
or the would pass the hay fever period
without so moch as one tickling e sation
in the upper aasal regions,

Will hay fever sufferers, preferably from
Missouri, try 'he experiment and report?

The next puint discossed by M. Coue
was the conflict between the Will and the
Imagination. According 1o the Nancy
chemist, in this battle the will must ak
ways take the count. Here is the key-
stome of nulosugges ion. This Will vs
imagination theory epens # Niagara Falls
flocd of diseursion, 1 have known strong-
willed men in my day, from Rooseve't 1o
Pershing, and theg-eertainly plucked prize
peaches from e Tree of Life. looking
conspleuons example of high-
imagination, ~we have
and G. B. Shaw.

for a
Iy developed

&ir Conan Doyle

-know darn well you ean.”

Think the proposition out for yoursell,

After M. Coue had expluined hi®
theories he chlled for voiunisers for the
hand-clasp experiment. Briefly, the pa-
tient clasps the hands, the arms
porizontally, and presses the palms to-
gether with increasing strength, repeats
ing rapidly: “1 eniiot open them; I can-
pot open them; T eannat; I eantiat; | can:
pet!” with the hesult that it fx foand
imposrible to separate the palms, M.
Coue <tands beside the pationt, alsa re-
prating, “Cannot, eannct. eanmot.”  The
victim struggles impotently 1 tear the
hands apart. . Suddenly M, Cone says,
wYou can!” and the hands spring apart
to the patient's s'ghing retief, In ali bat
one case M, Couo susceded In this ex-
periment.  Yes, 1 plead guilty,

| watched eneh lwly in turn and sev-
eral of the men come under the ape’l of
uf cannot, 1 cannet. 1 caangt!" noting the
look of wonder and relief ot the magie
words “You ean!” as their hnnds came
ppart; Then 1 offered myself for the ex:
periment.

I followed instructions implicitly. |
straightened my arms. 1 put all my
muscles into grasping my Lands together
until they trembled with the effort. 1 re-
peated “1 eannot open them, | cannot!
I cannet! | eannot!” but some joker at the
hack of-my mind kept laughing in my ear
und whispering, “You poor boeb, you
So when M.
Coue declared 1 could not pepurate the
paims, unfertunately for the demonstra-
tion, they dropped apart, We tried a sec-
ond time, with an equally unsutisfactory
rerult. 1 eould hear that little joker In
the back of my mind Inughing to =plit

well—1 bad the

v

Rimself, The third time,
same feeling ohe has when one v on the
platform with the prestidigitator—it's ot
plaging the game to xpoil Lhe trick. So |
Jet them stick. -

These hand-clanping experiments suc-
connfully concluded, M. Coue shawed how
one should intane the phrase, “Day by
day, In evory WAy, ¢ grow better and bet
tor” and further oxplained the meih ol
of achieving self-cure; laying great sireas
on the TECORSRTY UNUONSTIOUSTIESS of effort.
“Just as if you were saying your prayevs
—eay it witheut thin%ing of the m-an-
ing” He als went inta the “Ca paise’”
forpmla for the immied ate rellef of pain

Having thias summarized the master In-
flisetice of artoxugyestion our healer ca led
for statements from any among us who
had received benefit from the practice of
hie n-t';n:l. -

Feor elderly Iadies re'nted (heir ex-
periences.  One, alter tWe yoars of the
Coue regime hud reduced & gwelling in
her neck. Another hud eliminntd & pain
in her back. A third from being hardly
able to craw] was now ab'e to get about
quite comfortably, thank you. Tle foarth
prociaimed to the world that she was<
forever rid of “boxres in the head.” We
all Joined M. Coue in congratulating them.

Finally, as the climax of the seance,
M. Cone called any one saffering & pres-
ent pain to the mourners’ bench. It must
be & present pain. My own trouble gnve
me no pain at the moment, neither did

‘the paralymed arm of the former officer,

who 1t in front of me.

However, three elderly ladies  com-
plained of present dotor. The first, one
of those nice, grandmetherly dames, sof-

fered panch i1 "t in ke
ferer vighed over ey H';: ¢
M wt the ”in in h‘t n
M Cove nddressed himmif 15 o
torn. For all his method wye "
Clising. His eyor, he gendly path
afflicted member, repeating wivy .
tim what T suppose was megp the
pateo.” : Bet sa rapidly did asy iu h‘
gabble it that [t sunded Pty
“Saba - sabn - saba "”'*‘MM T
Yer after u few minutes smely o
-l'onl- proe’almed the pain -I- m.
improved. Then o rather m&n
woman shy v presented hapsid bh"
ment. Her heart cave kep g
Buat even this gave way ""fu'a m
bing and the “saba” .J'!’Rm- hmm
minvtes the girl «piled, ‘;”k‘h
down, There =tuld be N i‘ﬂ R
heartaease, bt
A.Ild what In my hard
this latest brand of rm%

rinted nbove, | am aworedly gy
Neither Ie M. Coue & f’!lllm
be tells us we can often drive m" J
with right thinking. Even jealogs si
cal men adrt that the mind » "
potent inflocnce wver the wellure of)
body. Auvtosuggestion is a new n-"hﬁ
an old brand of poods 5
This in no way detracts h'lh.
He bas arrived st like conclusions frm
the  medicocnemistry  route, - Whils |
capnot veuch for the varims eures st
furth in the Coue pamphiets M1, one
of these “0 ye of little flwm
the reance ii"pij CONSCIGUs ”"lt.&_"
erved and gentle Frenchman opemg o
gate through which many would pasily
the happy land of heslth.
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It Comes but Once aYear s

"Twas the Week After Christmas, and the Story Is of One

Who Jumzed Out of the Smoking Jacket Into the Fire
Hlustrations by MERLE JOHNSON

By JAMES J. MONTAGUE

“\ v 17 can take it back if it doesn't
A" yid the doner, K= she
plocked & neatly wrapped par-

o holly-embellisked r bhon,

“Jt came Sator

1. bound with a
from the Chry
day night, and 1 havent
Try it on and perhaps you can

mias srey,
even opeasd it
wear it
to-day.”

Sa | tried it on, but 1 couldn't wear it
that day. What 1 needed in & smoking
jacket waz a boy's size, not having been
fashioned In heroie mold., The packet
cwtained 5 garnient thut most have been
ma-de for Chief Justice Taft and returned
by him because it was too large.

I was disapgointed, for I had ruined my
last smoking jncket whiie | was changing
the grease in the differential of the fliv-
ver, 1 always imagine that that jeb can
be done in & cleanly manner if ene is
eareful But 1 always am. wrong. It
can't.

Of course, there was nothing to do but
to take it back, which errand 1 started
upon the day after Christmas. The more
1 thought about the care'essness of the

store people in sending me a smeking -

jacket that 1 cou'd have used for n tent
the angrier 1 became. When | got to the
store where the lady said whe purchased it
1 was in a highly punitive mood. &

There s mere leisure in a store after
Christmas than befere, The salesmen
have plenty of time to attend to castom-
ers and appear glad o gee them,

At the counter behind which other
smoking jackets were folded neatly on a
shelf 1 found a brightly smiling young
man, who advanced eagerly lo meet me,
But | was in no humor to be placated.

“look here—what kind of a store do
you call this?" 1 demanded, as 1 slapped
the package on the counter.

The young man considered for a mo-
ment,

; “Why, when I have eccasion to refer to
it, wir,” he repiied, “1 eall it a gents’ fur-
pithing store. Bometimes 1 call it a tog-

gery, or & smart style shop.”

“I den't mean that!" 1
mean what kind of service do you eall it
when you send castomers smoking jackets
which are big enough for overconts?”

] shouldn't call that wervics,” said the
young man. “My idex of servics 8"t —

1 wasn't asking for your idea of serv-
jee! 1 hate the word ‘service, anyway,
and I'm sorry l.used it. But how can
you expect people to keep coming here
when you ruin their Christmas for them
by inexcusable carelessness?”

I wish you would state your grievance.
sfr.”

“Here it is,” 1 said, tearing open the
box. “look at that!"

A.'.a;rp---i. "[

“Very neat,” said the young man, & i-
miringly regarding the jncket.

“Possibly,” 1 =aid, snatching off my
coat and eaveloping myself ine thes gar-
ment. “Put look at it!"

“Something too large,” said the young
man. “You, if you will permit me, are
somewhat too light of figure for it.”

“Say, | didn't' come here to bandy
cuphemisms! | want you to give me an-
ather one for it!"

“That,” said the man, *is not our busi-

TWEii.
“Not your bu 7 What the deuce

do you mean by that? Wen't you take it
back ™ P -
“] would not have the autherity to de

1/ g

-

“Something tco large,” said the young man. “You, if you

will permit me, are somewhat too slight of figure for it”

o, but | t the mansr 4

you eRn w

“Well. don't be too long. P 3
horry.”

He bowed and walied toward the
of the store. As he deparied & g

sSinewy [mun W th flat feet, whe hid bt
pacing the aisle as | came in, appreached
and stood regarding me ﬁu“_.:
After what seemed an hd.*
man returned. “This way, l.!bdi.
pleking up the imoking jact -
I followed him (nte & %
closed office, where lnn",

ureught in," he said, briefly,
wYeur understanding does you crell
I said, hitterly. “1 had not expected o8
body to understind anything In &
place.” o, A
“Yom sorry,” he replied; “het we e
do that.” oot
“You mean to say thal yea m!
back garments that are tweaty. s
lurge when some fool shipﬁqﬂ_lq
them to customers by mistake?" S
“But we didn't send this ﬂ“ﬂ
v you by mistake.” fv
“Oh! You didn't, hey? The
fess that you tried to saw of o -
smuking jacket that would be of 1 ¥
to anybody but a circus piantt® "5
#No: not at all.” y
“Well, will you'—— but
gave Qut. . A
“Certalnly 1 will. We didnR
this smoking jmcket at all. It .
Jooked at the name inside the
would have seen that it __- e
at the store across the o™
I made no reply. W
Lo make?
senpy il 1920 07




